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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

1992  Assessment  Rates  for  Operation 
and  Maintenance  of  the  Salt  River 
Indian  Irrigation  Prpi^ct,  Maricopa 
County,  AZ 

aOENCV:  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 
Interior. 

ACTKMi:  Notice  of  rate  change. 

SUMMAMV:  The  purpose  of  this  document 
is  to  give  the  public  notice  of  the  current 
assessment  rates  for  operating  and 
maintaining  the  Salt  River  Indian 
Irrigation  Project  The  assessment  rates 
are  based  on  a  prepared  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  normal  operation  and 
maintenance  of  the  irrigation  project. 
Normal  operation  and  maintenance  is 
defined  as  the  cost  of  all  activities 
involved  in  delivering  irrigation  water, 
including  pumped  water  and 
maintaini^  the  facilities,  for  the  year. 

The  Salt  River  Pima-Maricopa  Indian 
Community  Water  Rights  Settlement 
Act  of  1988  became  effective 
approximately  December  9, 1991.  That 
settlement  changed  the  assessed 
acreage.  No  process  was  defined  by  the 
parties  to  the  settlement,  that  the  Area 
Director  is  aware  of,  to  address  his 
responsibility  in  accordance  with  25 
CFR  part  171  to  announce  the  aimuaL 
assessment  rate.  Therefore,  his  staff  has 
provided  the  Community  a  detailed 
estimate  of  the  cost  to  operate  the  Salt 
River  Project  for  the  1992  Calendar  Year 
and  the  Community  has  responded  with 
proposed  assessment  rates. 

The  assessment  rate  is  $50  per  acre 
leased  and  entitles  the  payer  to  3  acre 
feet  of  water  per  acre.  The  spill  water 
rate  is  $9  per  acre  foot  Excess  water 
(beyond  the  3  acre  feet  per  acre  when  no 
spiU  water  is  available)  rate  is  $35  per 
acre  foot  The  acreage  used  to  determine 
the  assessment  rate  includes  the  total 
acreage  leased  for  farming  at  this  time, 
7649  acres. 

Enrolled  Community  members 
irrigating  their  own  property  will  be 
charged  $10  per  acre  foot  of  water 
delivered  to  their  property.  They  will  not 
be  charged  the  assessment  rate. 

The  ^ttlement  causes  all  somces  of 
water  to  belong  to  the  Community  to  be 
distributed  wherever  they  direct  below 
the  Arizona  Canal.  The  Community  is 
expected  to  take  over  the  operation  and 
maintenance  of  the  Project  in  the  fuhire, 
ffierefore  this  cooperative  effort  appears 
appropriate. 

OATES:  The  rates  stated  in  this  public 
notice  became  effective  January  1, 1992, 
and  will  remain  in  effect  until  ^e 
Community  takes  over  the  Salt  River 


Indian  Irrigation  Inject  or  until  changed 
by  action  of  the  Area  Director. 

FOR  FURTHER  MFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Superintendent  Salt  River  Agency. 

Route  1,  Box  117,  Scottsdale,  Arizona 
85256,  telephone  COM  (602)  640-2842. 
SUFFtEMENTARV  information:  The 
authority  to  issue  this  document  b 
vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Intram:  by 
5  U.S.C.  301  and  the  Act  of  Augtut  14. 
1914  (38  Stat  583, 25  U.S.C.  385). 

The  1991  basic  operation  and 
maintenance  charges  were  calculated 
using  the  estimated  operation  and 
maintenance  costs  for  calendar  year 
1991  and  dividing  that  amount  by  the 
historic  “assessable"  acres.  Additional 
sources  of  water  beyond  Bartlett  Dam 
and  the  Kent  Decree  were  delivered  at 
actual  cost  The  year  began  with  a 
serious  drought  situation.  Nearly  the 
highest  amount  of  rain  ever  recorded  for 
I%oenix  in  March  occiirred  in  1991.  As  a 
result  more  water  was  delivered  for  the 
assessment  rate  than  anticipated 
(approximately  3  acre  feet  per  acre)  and 
most  of  the  alternative  sources  were  not 
required. 

The  basic  1991  assessment  rate  was 
$38  per  acre  and  included  delivery  of  2 
acre  feet  per  acre  of  water.  The  rate  for 
the  next  1.25  acre  feet  ordered  beyond 
the  2  included  in  the  basic  assessment 
was  $43.  The  rate  for  delivery  of  Central 
Arizona  Project  water,  if  ordered,  was 
$48.41  for  the  first  0.7  acre  foot  and 
$51.88  for  the  next  0.7  acre  foot  Spill 
water  was  not  charged  against  the 
apportionment  and  was  delivered  for  $9 
per  acre  foot 

There  was  some  confusion  at  the 
beginning  of  this  year.  There  vraa  no 
process  identified  in  the  Salt  River 
Pima-Maricopa  Indian  Community 
Water  Rights  Settlement  Act  of  1968  for 
notification  and  declaration  that  the 
"Effective  Date"  had  occurred.  Tbe  last 
activity  required  in  the  Act  was 
concluded  December  9, 1991.  At  that 
time,  the  Community  became  entided  to 
a  number  of  new  sources  of  water 
(phased  in)  for  use  both  north  and  south 
of  the  can^  on  all  irrigable  acres.  The 
former  “assessed"  lands  became 
history.  In  addition,  nearly  all  available 
sources  of  water  belong  to  the 
Community  (they  do  not  have  to  buy 
them  at  different  rates  like  in  1991). 

The  decisions  reported  in  this 
publication  represent  concurrence  on 
the  part  of  the  parties  involved  that  the 
leaseholders  and  Community  members 
can  farm  and  the  Project  can  complete 
basic  operation  and  maintenance  with 
these  rates  in  1992.  These  decisions 
were  agreed  to  ^ril  1. 1992,  at  the 
Community  headquarters.  Participants 
included:  Community  leaders. 


Ccunmunity  staff,  BIA  Area  Office  and 
Salt  River  Agency  staff,  leaseholders 
and  Commuidty  farmers. 

It  was  agreed  at  that  meeting  that 
funds  collected  beyond  the  minimum 
required  to  operate  the  Project  would  be 
us^  to  install  more  canal  measuring 
structures,  replace  obsolete 
maintenance  equipment  and  improve 
die  weed  control  process.  It  was  also 
agreed  that  meetings  between  interested 
parties  to  the  Poject  would  continue  at 
ajqiroximately  monthly  intervals  to 
report  on  Project  activities  and  finances; 
discuss  potential  improvements  in 
fqierations  and  sources  of  other 
resources;  begin  setting  rates  for  1993; 
and  establish  a  process  for  transfer  of 
the  Project  to  the  Community  when  they 
are  ready.  The  Superintendent  will  be 
responsible  for  arranging  these  meetings 
during  1992. 

Salt  River  Indian  Irrigation  Project  1992 
Operation  and  Maintenance  Assessment 
Rates 

Basic  Assessment 

The  basic  operation  and  maintenance 
rate  against  the  leased  farmland  in  the 
Salt  River  Irrigation  Project  to  which 
water  can  be  delivered  through  the 
irrigation  project  works  is  hereby  fixed 
at  Ae  rate  of  $50  per  acre  for  delivery  of 
3  acre  feet  of  water.  Irrigation  water  will 
not  be  delivered  imtil  the  basic 
operation  and  maintenance  assessments 
are  made.  Payment  of  the  basic 
assessment  may  be  made  in  two 
installments  if  the  leaseholder’s  past 
accounts  are  in  good  standing.  The  first 
half  ($25  per  acre)  by  May  1, 1992,  and 
the  second  half  by  July  1, 1992. 

The  rate  for  excess  water  will  be  $35 
per  acre  foot  The  rate  for  spill  water 
will  be  $9  per  acre  foot  Spill  water  will 
not  be  charged  against  the 
apportionment  of  three  acre  feet  per 
acre  this  year.  Since  spill  water  is  no 
longer  “^e"  to  the  Community,  as  a 
res^t  of  the  Act  in  future  years  it  may 
NOT  be  accounted  for  or  charged  in  this 
manner. 

Community  Members 

Enrolled  members  of  the  Community 
and  their  spouses  who  farm  their  own 
land  will  not  be  subject  to  the  basic 
assessment  rate.  They  may  purchase 
water  at  the  rate  of  $10  per  acre  foot. 
They  may  purchase  spill  water,  if 
avaUable,  for  $9  per  acre  foot  Payment 
will  be  required  at  the  time  of  the  order. 

Municipal  and  Industrial 

The  rate  for  delivery  of  water  for 
Municipal  and  Industrial  purposes  is 
hereby  fixed  at  $85  per  acre  foot. 
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Interest  and  Penalty  Fees 

Interest  and  penalty  fees  will  be 
assessed,  where  required  by  law.  on  all 
delinquent  operation  and  maintenance 
assessment  barges  as  prescribed  in  the 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  title  4.  part 
102,  Federal  Claims  Collection 


Standards;  and  42  BIAM  Supplement  3. 
part  3.8,  Debt  Collection  Procedures. 

Delivery  of  Water 

Delivery  of  water  shall  be  made  to  all 
tracts  of  land  for  which  the  basic 
assessment  is  paid  and  water  delivery 
rates  are  paid  as  set  for  the  year  1992 


and  until  further  notice  as  long  as  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  operates  the 
Salt  River  Indian  Irrigation  Project. 

Dated:  April  8, 1992. 

Wilson  Barber,  Jr.. 

Phoenix  Area  Director. 

(FR  Doc.  92-9314  Filed  4-21-92;  8:45  am) 
BILUNQ  CODE  4310-02-M 


